
Dear Friend,
I’m writing to you today to share some news - 
news that I share with mixed emotions.  Later this year, 
HAVEN will expand our forensic sexual assault program 
to include children.

For nearly 15 years, HAVEN’s Safe Therapeutic Assault 
Response Team (START) has been a valuable resource 
for women, men and teens who’ve been the victim of 
a sexual assault.  Our specially trained, forensic nurses 
conduct medical exams designed to collect evidence 
and document injuries after a victim has been assaulted.  
Victims are connected to a HAVEN advocate who 
explains the daunting legal process and available 
options.  All of this is done with care and compassion 
putting the victim’s emotional well-being first.

And now we’ll be doing this for not just adults and teens, 
but infants, toddlers and pre-teens. 

As the CEO of HAVEN, I know we are experts in this 
field. Our staff is highly-trained and well-qualified to 
provide the medical forensic exams as well as the 
emotional support needed by these children and their 
families.  And, as a trained counselor, I also know, all too 
well, the overwhelming prevalence of childhood sexual 
assault, and the life-long struggle these children will face.

It’s a profoundly sad moment to be faced with the fact 
that our community needs such a service, but I’m proud 
that we are able to step forward and meet the need.  
Like we have for over 40 years, we will continue to work 
tirelessly to ensure that all victims of sexual and 
domestic violence have access to the help they need, 
no matter how old they are.  

I hope that I can rely on you to help ensure that these 
children and the thousands of adult victims we serve 
have access to all of our vital, life-saving services.

April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month and I urge 
you to partner with us in helping to fight this epidemic. 
Whether it’s an adult or a child, all victims of sexual 
assault need care and compassion.  Can we count on 
your support to ensure that they get it?
   

But still, children?

  

I hope so.  
Sincerely,

Beth Morrison
President and CEO

▼

One in nine girls 
and one in 53 boys 
under the age of 18 
experience sexual 
abuse or assault at 

the hands of an adult.

1in9
1in53

15%▼

15% of sexual assault 
and rape victims are 

under age 12.

▼ 93% of juvenile sexual 
assault victims know 

their attacker.
93%

3Xmore likely to suffer 
from depression.

Victims of sexual assault are:
▼

4X more likely to 
contemplate suicide.

more likely to suffer from post 
traumatic stress disorder.

13Xmore likely to abuse alcohol.

6X

26Xmore likely to abuse drugs.
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